
NEWSLETTER

LEADERSHIP NEWS

ST MARTIN'S

TERM 4, WEEK 9

CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL

Dear Parents and Caregivers,

As we conclude the 2023 school year, it is an opportunity to take
time to reflect and give thanks for the many blessings in our
school community. This year’s school theme was “Being in
Communion” and throughout the year, there were opportunities
for all of us to engage and ‘share’ with our school community and
invigorate a sense of being together which has been missing over
the past couple of years due to COVID. Of significance was our
Evening on the Green late Term 1 hosted by our Parent Network.
This event was definitely a highlight of the year as it brought
students and their families together on a Friday evening to
embrace a night of fun at the school. 

  

In reflecting on the year, there are three ‘R’’
words that come to mind and apply to every
member of our community which I would
love to share with you.

The first ‘R’ stands for Rejoice – all of us
have much to rejoice and we can start by
counting our blessings for this year which is
about to conclude. We can thank God for
having caring teachers, classmates and
colleagues, for ensuring all students
achieved favourable End of Year reports
reflective of their achievements.
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Finally and not the least, I extend a huge bouquet of
thanks to the wonderful staff at St Martin’s. Thank you
to every classroom teacher, specialist teacher, our
Admin and Curriculum ESO’s, our OSHC team and the
Leadership team who have dedicated themselves to
making a difference to the students in their care and
ensuring that our school is an efficient, safe, clean and
vibrant environment.

This week, we say goodbye to several staff members
who have played an important part in developing the
great spirit that we have here in the St Martin’s
community.

We farewell:

Frances Dello who has won a position at
Blackfriars ELC next year. Frances has been on
leave this year, but we acknowledge her 6 years of
service at St Martin’s and wish her God’s richest
blessing for the future.

Gina Robb who has been on staff for the past 4 ½
years and has been a Year 3 teacher this year. We
wish her all the very best for her future
endeavours as she embarks on her next
adventure.

Mary Mellon who has won an Auslan teaching
position at Immaculate Heart of Mary School,
Brompton. Mary was instrumental in implementing
Auslan at our school 3 years ago and now will be
introducing the language at Brompton. 

Lisa Foti who has been our School Chaplain for
the past 2 years and undertaken various short
term teaching contracts and TRT days over the
past 7 years. Lisa is looking forward to the next
stage of her life of just doing some TRT work.

Giselle DeKlerk, Eddy Jaworski, Sophie
Melingakos and Dianna Ly who have all been on
our staff this year. We thank them for their
contributions to our community and wish them
every success for the future. 

Bianca White (Year 5 teacher) who is looking
forward to the birth of her second child in the new
year.

For being able to participate in a wealth of extra curricula
activities and now to have a summer vacation that allows
each of us to take a break from the routine of school.

The next ‘R’ stands for Reflect – seize the time to reflect
upon everything you did throughout this year. As we
embark on our Christmas break this afternoon, each and
every member of St Martin’s community should be able
to silently reflect on their achievements and challenges
and give thanks for the myriad of learning opportunities
and experiences that were encountered throughout the
year.

The final ‘R’ stands for Restart - Reflection may trigger
some emotions as it reveals what you have or have not
achieved this year whether you are a staff member or
student. You are advised to keep on reflecting as this
restarts the cycle of learning and planning. During the
summer break, all of us need to set goals for ourselves,
do some preparatory work for the coming school year
and equip ourselves with knowledge and skills that can
help improve our learning and working capacity for 2024.
.

I hope that all of you can make use of the 3 Rs – Rejoice,
Reflect and Restart over the coming days. 

A special thanks is extended to all students who have
academically achieved favourable outcomes in their
learning and challenged themselves to new levels of
thinking and production of work this year. 

Thanks is extended to all of our parents and
volunteers for supporting the school throughout
2023, especially those parents who volunteered on
committees and assisted with excursions and
sporting activities. 



TERM 4, WEEK 9

APRIM NEWSWe also welcome the following staff members to our
community next year:

Michelle Lind (Auslan teacher) from Playford College,
Elizabeth
Kasey Ton (Year 4 teacher) from St Joseph’s School,
Wonthaggi  
Alessandra Dichiera (Year 3 teacher) from St Joseph’s
Hectorville
Sarah O’Driscoll (Year 3 teacher) from Gawler College,
Gawler
Alyce Magliaro (Year 1 teacher and JP Coordinator) 
Cathy Agostino (Curriculum ESO) from St Ignatius
College, Norwood
Angela Duncan (Curriculum ESO) from West
Wodonga, Victoria

Enclosed in this newsletter are 2024 Important Dates
for your record and the 2024 Staff List. 

I wish each and every one of you God’s richest blessings
for the Festive Season. May you enjoy the holiday break
and we look forward to seeing you in the new year.

Christine Comas
PRINCIPAL

St Martin’s Award
Today the St Martin’s Award was presented to a student
who has lived out the eight St Martin’s values most
consistently throughout their time in our school
community. 

The 2023 recipient for the St Martin’s Award went to Hugh
Mander – a very worthy winner.

St Martin’s Sports Award

The 2023 recipients for the St Martin’s Sports Award went
to Jasmin 6RK and Tyler 6RK.
 

The Birth of Jesus - Gospel Reading
A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you O Lord. 

So Joseph went also.  He went from the town of
Nazareth in Galilee to Judea. That is where Bethlehem,
the town of David, was.  Joseph went there because he
belonged to the family line of David.  He went there with
Mary to be listed.  Mary was engaged to him. She was
expecting a baby. While Joseph and Mary were there,
the time came for the child to be born.  She gave birth
to her first baby.  It was a boy. She wrapped him in large
strips of cloth. Then she placed him in a manger. That’s
because there was no guest room where they could
stay.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ.

Why the Manger in the Nativity Story?
A manger is a feed trough found in a stable.  In Bible
times mangers were made from clay mixed with straw
or from stones held together with mud; sometimes they
were carved in natural outcroppings of rock.

The Gospel of Luke gives us a play-by-play of the
moments leading up to our Savior’s birth.  Although that
divine narrative explains Mary and Joseph’s journey to
Bethlehem and the circumstances surrounding the
blessed event, Scripture gives us only one detail about
where our Savior spent His first moments on earth. He
was laid in a manger. 

When Jesus was born, Luke tells us that Mary laid him in
something called a manger. The word used for manger
is the Latin word munducare, which means ‘to eat’.
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ST MARTIN’S PE AWARD
The St Martin’s PE Award is presented to two students at
the end of every school year and recognises a student’s
enthusiasm and participation in sporting activities and
acknowledges, fair play, effort, consistency, and
achievement in Physical Education. 

Congratulations to Jasmin 6RK and Tyler 6RK

THANK YOU SPORTS-VOLUNTEERS!
A sincere thank you again, to all the volunteers who have
helped this year with sports teams and sports carnivals.
Without your help, many of the opportunities afforded to
the students at St Martin’s would not be possible. Your
contributions are always appreciated. 

 

The manger was not just a sign for the shepherds; it is a
sign to all of us that Jesus is accessible to everyone who
seeks Him. The shepherds would not have had access to a
baby born in a royal palace, and as strangers, they
probably would not even have had access to a baby born
in the confines of a family home. But a manger was
accessible to all – and still is today!

Newborn Jesus, the Bread of Life, lay in a feeding trough in
the little town of Bethlehem, which means ‘the house of
bread’ in Hebrew. No other food has the power to give us
everlasting life and those who feast on this ‘bread’ will
never be hungry again. Our faith will be renewed for life!

Outreach 
Thank you for all of your generous support with our
Outreach Program this year.   Donations for St Vincent De
Paul, Project Compassion, Mary MacKillop Foundation,
Catholic Charities, Backpack for Kids and Catholic Missions
has been astounding. We are heart people. 

Greenacres Walkerville Parish News
Christmas Mass Times 
Christmas Eve - St Monica's Church – 5:30pm Carols -
children are invited to dress as angels and shepherds –
6:00pm Mass.
Christmas Eve - St Martin’s Church – 9:00pm Carols –
9:30pm Mass 

Christmas Day - St Monica's Church – 10:00am Mass –
Ordinate of Our Lady of the Southern Cross.
Christmas Day – St Martin’s Church – 9:30am Mass.

Parish Christmas Family Mass – Rehearsal 
Our Parish Christmas Family Mass will be held on Sunday,
24 December at St Monica's Church, Walkerville. 

Rehearsal for our Parish Christmas Family Mass will be
held in St Monica’s Church (date to be confirmed). Any
children who would like a part to play in this Mass, and
any adults who would like to support them, will need to be
at this rehearsal.  If you would like to be involved, please
contact the Parish Office or approach Sr Rita at Mass prior
to 14th December.

From all of us here at St Martin’s, we wish God’s peace
and love to you and your families this Christmas.

Rose Valenti

Congratulations to Shinepreet Kaur, a former
student at St Martin’s who received the Pro Regno
Christi Award for modelling the OLSH Spirit in her
daily actions at Our Lady of the Sacred Heart College
in 2023. 
We are very proud of your achievement!
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Sports Dates 2024

Term 1

March 6:  SAPSASA District Swimming Carnival - Norwood
Pool, 12-2:45pm
March 27:  SAPSASA Netball Carnival
April 2:  SACPSASA Athletics Carnival (Section 3) - SA
Aquatic Centre, 10.00am
April 12:  St Martin’s Sports Day

Term 2
All Term  Jump Rope for Heart
May16:  SAPSASA District Cross Country Carnival – Park 9,
12-2:45pm
May 20-24:  SACPSSA Lacrosse Carnival
July 1-4:  SACPSSA Netball Carnival

Term 3
August 6-9:  SAPSASA Basketball Carnival – Lightsview,
8:20am-2:30pm (date TBC) 
August 7:  SACPSSA Cross Country Carnival
August 12:  SAPSASA Basketball Carnival – Lightsview,
8:20am-2:30pm (date TBC)
August 29:  SAPSASA District Athletics Carnival –
Bridgestone Stadium, 8:20am-3:00pm
September 4:  SACPSSA Touch Football Carnival
September 4:  SAPSASA Come and Try Carnival – TBC
September 5:  SAPSASA Come and Try Carnival – TBC
September 19-20:  SACPSSA Cricket Carnival

Term 4 
October 16:  SACPSASA Tennis Carnival
November 4:  SACPSASA Athletics Carnival (Section 4)
Week 5:  PE Week 






